Has disappearance of imam "“Mahdi” [AS] been predicted in Shia authentic

narratives?
Description:

Narratives about occultation of imam “Mahdi” [AS] have said two kinds of occultation for him.
Question is that if these narratives are authentic or not? Please answer this question by

quoting valid narratives.
Response:

According to researches, narratives regarding occultation of hadrat “Mahdi” [AS] are split into
two parts:

First group of narratives have said two types of occultation {short and long} for him.
Second group of narratives is about his long occultation.

And remarkable point in these two groups of narratives is that there are authentic narratives in
both of them and these narratives are successive, that's why their document doesn't need to
be studied but since in the text of question, quoting authentic narratives in this matter has
been asked, we'll study the document of one narrative from each group and overlook studying

the document of other narratives avoiding of wasting time.

But before quoting these narratives, we say the words of Shia scholars about the validity of

these narratives:
1: "Muhammad ibn Abraham Nu’‘mani” {died: 971 AD}

He's one of great Shia scholars, after writing narratives about occultation of imam “Mahdi”
[AS] in his book, he writes:
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The validity of narratives that say there are two kinds of occultation for imam “Mahdi” [AS]
has been proved to us. Almighty god made clear the words and reason of Shia imams about

occultation of imam “Mahdi” [AS].
“Al-Nu'mani” — Occultation — p 179
2: Sheikh Saduq {died: 991 AD}

He writes:
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Imam “Mahdi” [AS] is disappeared; as there are narratives about his occultation which are

well-known and successive, Shias believe that he'll arise and fill the world with justice.
“Al-Saduq” - Kamal al-din wa tamam al-ni'ma — p 94

3: "Abu al-Hasan al-Irbali”

He says that narratives about occultation of imam “Mahdi” [AS] successive:
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“Al-Irbali” — Kashf al-ghummah fi Ma'rifa al-a'immah — vol. 3,p 244

4: Allameh “Helli"”
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“Al-Helli” — Al-Mustajad men Kitab al-Irshad — p 232




So, to Shia scholars, narratives regarding imam Mahdi's occultation are authentic and

successive.

Another important point is that all infallibles, from messenger of Allah [PBUH] to imam “Hasan
Askari” [AS] have said narratives about imam Mahdi’s occultation after his birth and Shia

scholars have quoted them in their books.
Late “"Qutb Ravandi” writes:
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Messenger of Allah [PBUH], commander of the faithful Ali [a.s], imam “Hassan” [a.s], imam
“Husain” [a.s], “Ali ibn al-Husain” until imam “Hassan Askari” [a.s] have notified about imam

Mahdi’s [a.s] occultation.
“Al-Ravandi” — al-Khara'ij wa al-Jara‘ih — vol. vol. 2, p 953

In this writing we mention to some of narrative said by infallibles about imam Mahdi’s

occultation:
First group of narratives: two kinds of occultation for imam “"Mahdi”:
1: imam “Sadiq” [a.s]: “authentic document”

Late “Kulayni” quotes from imam “Sadiq” [a.s] with authentic document that hadrat “Mahdi”

[a.s] will have two kinds occultation, short and long:
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There are two types of occultation for “Qa’im”, one of the short and another will be long, in
first occultation, no one knows his position; unless his particular Shias and during second

occultation, no one knows his position; unless his particular servants.
“Al-Kulayni” — Al-Usool- vol. 1, p 340

Studying the document of narrative:

1: "Muhammad ibn Yahya Al-Attar”:

“Najashi” says: he was elder of Shias and was their prominent figure. He's trustworthy and has

quoted many narratives:
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“Al-Najashi” — Rijal — p 353
2: "Muhammad ibn al-Husain abi al-Khattab":

“Najashi” says: he’s been dignified scholar amongst Shia scholars. He's quoted many

narratives and is trustworthy, he had good compilations and his narratives are reliable:
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“Al-Najashi” — Rijal — p 334

And Sheikh “Saduq” says that he’s reliable:

“Al-Tusi” — Rijal — p 379
3:“"Hasan ibn Mahboub”:
Sheikh “Tusi” says that he’s from “Kufa” and reliable, he was very dignified:
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“Al-Tusi” — al-Fihrest — p 96
4: “Ishaq ibn Ammar ibn Hayyan al-Sabati”

Sheikh “Tusi” knows his trustworthy:

“Al-Tusi” — Rijal = p 331
2: Imam Sadiq’ [a.s] narrative:

Another narrative that has stated two types of occultation for imam “Mahdi” [a.s] has been

quoted from imam “Sadiq” [a.s]:
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“Thabit al-Thamali” has quoted from imam "“Sajjad” [a.s] who said: verse of “The near
kinsmen deserve one another (in inheritance). Allah has knowledge of all things. {Surah Al-
Anfal, verse 75} has been revealed about us and this verse: “He made this an abiding word
among his descendants, in order that they would return”.{Surah Az-Zukhruf, verse, 28} is
about imamate in descendent of “Husain” [a.s] until day of resurrection and was sent down
about us. And indeed, there are two types of occultation for our “"Qa’im” {Mahdi} that one of
them is longer than another one, first one lasts six days or six months or six years and second

one will last long until many of those who believe in it change their mind. and no one will




believe it until the end unless those who have strong certain and have correct knowledge and

obey what we order and surrender to us “Ahl al-Bayt".
“Al-Saduq” — Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni‘mah — vol. 1, p 324
3: Imam Baqir’s [a.s] narrative

“Nu’mani”, the owner of “Occultation” book, has quoted many narratives in this regard. He'’s
quoted from imam “Bagqir” [a.s] that hadrat "Mahdi” [a.s] has two types of occultation:
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“Abraham ibn Umar al-Yamani” says: I heard from imam "“Baqir” [a.s] who said: “Indeed,

imam “Mahdi” has to kinds of occultation.
“Al-Nu‘mani” — Occultation — vol. 3, p 176
4: imam Sadiq’s [a,s] narrative:

In another narrative from imam “Sadiq” [a.s], two kinds of occultation for imam “Mahdi” [a.s]
has been mentioned:
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“Mufazzal ibn Umar al-Ju'fi” has quoted from imam “Sadiq” [a.s]: hadrat “"Mahdi” [a.s] has two

types of occultation that one of them will last too long that some will say: he’s dead, some

other say: he’s been killed and some other say: he’s gone. So, just a few of his companions




will have steady belief in him and no one -including friends and enemies- don’t know where he

is unless the one who does imam’s affairs.
At the end, the owner of book writes:

This single narrative would be enough about occultation if even no other narrative had been

quoted in this regard.
“Al-Nu‘mani” — Occultation — vol. 5, p 176
5: imam Sadiq’s narrative:

Late “Kulayni” quotes from imam “Sadiq” [a.s] in “Al-Kafi” book:
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“Mufazzal ibn Umar” says: I heard from imam “Sadiq” [a.s] who said: hadrat “"Mahdi” [a.s] has
two types of occultation, in their first one, he returns to his family. And in another one, people
say: he was perished. I said: what do we do if it happens? Imam said: whenever someone
claims to be imam, ask him questions that he responds like imam {if he doesnt answer

correctly, he’s not imam}

“Kulayni” — al-Usool — vol. 1, p 341

Narratives of this group are numerous.

Second group: narratives about long occultation of imam “Mahdi” [a.s]

Another group of narratives have said one type of occultation in general and it means imam

Mahdi’s [a.s] long occultation. There are so many narratives in this regard as well:

1: messenger of Allah’s [PBUH] narrative {authentic document}




In this authentic narrative, messenger of Allah [PBUH] has told us about imam Mahdi’s [a.s]

occultation and has restated that his occultation is in a way that people will get perplexed:
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Messenger of Allah [PBUH] said: “Mahdi” is one of my children and has the same name and
nickname as me. He’s like me in terms of both appearance and attitude more than anyone. His
occultation confuses people, even people leave their religion I that time, then, he’'ll appear and

fill the world with justice while it's filled with oppression.

“Al-Saduq” — Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni‘'mah — vol. 1, p 287

This narrative proves several things:

1: hadrat "Mahdi” [a.s] is from the descendent of messenger of Allah [PBUH].

2: he'll have long occultation and during this period some people will leave their religion and

get astray due to lack of believing in messenger of Allah’s [PBUH] talks.
3: hadrat “Mahdi” [a.s] in such time.

4: in terms of attitude and appearance, he’s the most similar person to messenger of Allah
[PBUH].

Studying the document of narrative:

1: “Ali ibn Husain al-Babawayh”




He’s amongst the Fugaha’ and scholars of "Qom” province and is reliable, “Najashi” says about

him:
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“Al-Najashi” — Rijal — p 261
2: "Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Furoukh al-Saffar”

“Najashi” says: amongst scholars of "Qom”, he was dignified, reliable and higher than others,

his had less missing:
gyl 0\ il Judd (x>, addl pabas QS (aanid] lulxol 58 lp>g ULS
3: "Sa’d ibn Abdullah al-Ash’ari”
“Njashi” says that he’s big scholars, Fagih, prominent figure amongst Shia:
wlpp>99 lppandg aniloll 0id Suai
“Al-Najashi” — Rijal — p 177

And Sheikh “Tusi” also says that he was dignified and trustworthy.

“Al-Fihrist” — p 135
4: “Muhammad ibn al-Husain abi al-Khattab":

“Najashi” says: ha's been dignified amongst Shia scholars and is very respectable. He’s quoted
many narratives and is trustworthy and was prominent figure. He's had good compilations and

his narratives are reliable:
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“Al-Najashi” — Rijal — p 334




And Sheikh “Tusi” says: he’s from “Kufa” and reliable:
“Al-Tusi” - Rijal — p 379
5: “"Hasan ibn Mahboub":
Sheikh “Tusi” says that he’s from “Kufa”, reliable and very respectable:
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Al-Fihrist — p 96
6: "Dwud ibn al-Hasin":
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“Al-Najashi” - Rijal — p 159
7: “Abu Basi Asadi”:

He's one of companions of consensus and Shia scholars believe that if a narrative with

authentic document leads to him, that'll be authentic, “"Najashi” says about him:
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He's been trustworthy, dignified and the elder of his tribe.
“Najashi” — Rijal — p 441
Thus, document of this narrative is authentic.

Above narrative has been quoted via “Jabir ibn Abdullah Ansari” as well:
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“Jabir ibn Abdullah Ansari” quotes from messenger of Allah [PBUH] who said: “"Mahdi” is one
of children. He's the same name and nickname as me. He’s the most similar person to me in
terms of appearance and behavior, there will be occultation for him, during that time nations
will go astray then, he'll appear like piercing flame and fill the earth with justice while it's filled

with oppression.
Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni‘'mah — vol. 1, p 286
2: messenger of Allah’s [PBUH] narrative:

In another narrative Prophet Muhammad [PBUH] has notified from imam Mahdi’s occultation

and knows it as divine secrets and kind of test for believers:
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“Ibn Abbas” quotes from messenger of Allah [PBUH] who said: after me, “Ali ibn abi Talib” is
the imam of nation and my caliph for people and “Qa‘im” who will fill the earth with justice as
it'’s filled with oppression is one of his children and swear to god! Those who will keep their
belief during his occultation are rare, then “Jabir ibn Abdullah Ansari” rose and said: is the
“Qa’'im” who will disappear one of your children? Prophet [PBUH] said: Yes he is, swear to
god. During that occultation believers are known and infidels will perish, O “Jabir”! This matter
is amongst divine secrets, dont doubt about it that doubting about almighty god’s affair is

blasphemy.

Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni‘'mah —vol. 1, p 288




3: commander of the faithful’s [a.s] narrative:

Hadrat “Ali ibn abiTalib” restates that imam “Mahdi” [a.s] has long occultation. Sheikh “Saduq”

quotes:
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“Abd al-Azim ibn Abdullah Hasani” has quoted from imam “Jawad” [a.s] who has quoted from
his father that commander of the faithful [a.s] said: there is an occultation for our “"Qa’im” that
will last long, as if I see Shias who roam like livestock and seek pasture during his occultation
but can't find it. Be aware! Each one of them who keep their religion and don’t doubt about

him due to his long occultation will be with me on the day of resurrection.
Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni‘mah — vol. 1, p 303

4: Imam Husain’s [a.s] narrative:
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“Abd al-Rahman Salit” says: “Husain ibn Ali ibn abi Talib” [a.s] said: we have twelve “"Mahdi".
First one is commander of the faithful [a.s] and last one is my ninth child and he’s *Qa’im” and
alighty god will revive the earth by him after it dies and reveals the religion and make him to
win over all of them and there is long occultation for him during that time, some will leave
their religion and some will keep their religion and suffer and they're told: when this promise
will be fulfilled, if you're right. Be aware! Those who wait during his occultation are like those

who fought along with messenger of Allah [PBUH].

Kamal al-Din wa tamam al-Ni‘mah —vol. 1, p 317

5: imam Sajjad’s [a.s] narrative:

Imam Sajjad [a.s] says: hadrat “Mahdi” [a.s] has Prophets’ traditions [PBUH]:
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“Saed ibn Jubayr” says: I heard from imam “Sajjad” [a.s] who said: there is tradition from
seven Prophets in “Qa’'im”, tradition from our father “Adam” and tradition from “Noah”,
“Abraham”, “Moses, “Jesus”, “Jacob” and “Muhammad” [PBUH], tradition from “Adam” and
“Noah” is his long life and tradition from “Abraham” is his secret birth and being away from
people, and tradition from “Moses” is his occultation and tradition from “Jesus” is people’s
difference about him and tradition from “Jacob” is his appearance after problems and his

tradition from “Muhammad” [PBUH] is arising with sword.




Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni‘'mah —vol. 1, p 322
6: imam Sadiq’s [a.s] narrative:

In a narrative, imam “Sadiq” [a.s] has said about imam Mahdi’s long occultation and knows it

kind of test for people in apocalypse:
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“mufazzal ibn Umar al-Ju'fi” says: I heard from imam "“Sadiq” [a.s] who said: afraid of
“Tanwiyah” {those who believe in Yazdan and Ahriman}, swear to god, your imam will be
absent part of his life and you'll be tested {by his occultation} until they say that he’s dead or
perished and eyes of believers shed tear for him and no one will survive unless those whom
god has taken guardianship pledge from them and has put faith in their heart. The he said: O
“Aba Abdullah” Do you see this sun? I said: Yes I do. He said: the matter of our imamate is

clearer than this sun.
Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni‘'mah — vol. 2, p 347

7: imam kazim'’s [a.s] narrative:
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“Muhammad ibn Ziyad al-Azdi” says: I asked my master “Muhammad ibn Musa” about the

interpretation of this divine verse:
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Do you not see how Allah has subjected to you all that is in the heavens and the earth, and

lavished on you His visible and unseen favors?
Surah Lugman, verse 20

He said: visible favor is seen imam and unseen favor is absent imam. I said: is there anyone

amongst Shia imams who disappears?

Yes there is. People can’t see him but his remembrance will remain in believers’ heart and he’s
the twelfth imam. almighty will make any difficult matter easy to him and reveals earth
treasuries to him and makes any far thing close to him and destroy all stubborn oppressors by
him and perish any unruly devil by him, he’s the son of the leader of maids whom people don't
know he was born until almighty god makes him appear and he'll fill the earth by justice as it's

filled by oppression.
Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni‘'mah — p 368

8: Imam Reza’s [a.s] narrative:
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“Al-Rayyan ibn Salt” says: I said to imam “Reza” [a.s]: are you “Sahib al-Amr”? he said: Yes
I'm, but not that “Sahib al-Amr” who will fill the earth with justice as it’s filled with oppression
and how can I be that “Sahib al-Amr” while you see my weak body but “Qa’im” is the one who
has high age when he appears but has youth appearance and is strong so that when he
touches the biggest tree of the earth, it'll be rooted out and if he shouts between mountains,
they will collapse. He has Moses'’s [a.s] cane and Solomon’s [a.s] ring. He’s my fourth child.
Almighty god hides him and makes him appear whenever he wants until he fills the earth with

justice while it’s filled with oppression.
“Al-Saduq” — Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni‘mah — p 376

9: imam Askari’s [a.s] narrative:
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“Musa ibn Ja'far Wahab Baghdadi” says: I heard from imam “Hasan Askari” [a.s] who said: it
seems like that after me you'll differ about my successor. Be aware! Anyone who admits to the

imamate of imams after messenger of Allah [PBUH] but denies the imamate of my son, is like




someone who admits to all prophets and messengers of Allah but denies prophetic mission of
Prophet "Muhammad” [PBUH] and denier of messenger of Allah [PBUH] is like the one who
denies all messengers of Allah; because obeying our last one is as necessary as obeying our
first one and know that there is occultation for my son that all people will doubt during that

occultation unless those who are kept by god.
Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni‘'mah — vol. 2, p 409
There are numerous narratives in this regard that we said some of them.

Conclusion:

According to authentic narratives, all infallibles [a.s] have notified from short and long

occultation of imam “Mahdi” [a.s] and important point is that his Shias and lovers should keep
their belief during his occultation and wait for his appearance, the time that justice is served

across the world by his order.

Good luck.




