Was “"Muawiyah” the writer of revelation?
Response:

What is gotten from narrative and historical books is that people like commander of the
faithful [AS], “Ubay ibn Ka'b”, “Zeid ibn Thabit” and ... were the writers of revelation; but it's
not provable that “Muawiyah ibn abu Sufyan” was the writer of revelation and Sunni elders

believe that this matter is made by "Banu Umayya”.
Studying narratives related to writing revelation by "Muawiyah”:

The most important narrative that is written in Sunni books proving writing revelation by

“Muawiyah” is a narrative that “Muslim bin Hajjaj Nishapuri” is written in his “Sahih”:
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“Ibn Abbas” says: Muslims would ignore “Abu Sufyan” and were reluctant to accompany him,
he said to Prophet Muhammad [PBUH]: I ask you three things, please accept them messenger

of Allah accepted:

1: the most beautiful Arabian girl, "Umm Habibah” is with me, I want you to marry her.

2: let "Muawiyah” be the writer of revelation.

3: I want to be commander to fight infidels as I fought Muslims. Prophet [PBUH] accepted.

“Abu Zumail” says: if “Abu Sufyan” hadn’t discussed his requests, he’d have never reached

them; because messenger of god wouldn't reject requests.

“Muslim Nishapuri” — Sahih Muslim — vol. 4 — p 1945




“Nouvi” writes about this narrative:
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This hadith is amongst hadiths that its fault is quite clear and well-known; because “Abu
Sufyan” certainly converted to Islam during conquering “Mecca” in 8 AH, while Prophet
Muhammad [PBUH] had gotten married with “Umm Habiba” several years earlier, “Abu
Ubaydah” and other, but all say that this marriage occurred in 6 or 7 AH. So, this quotation
from “Muslim bin Hajjaj” is weird; because it's well-known that "Abu Sufyan” was infidel when
he entered “Medina”. “Ibn Hazm” has said: quoting this narrative by some of narrators is
wrong; because all believe that messenger of Allah [PBUH] married “Umm Habiba” before
conquering “Mecca”. There is another quotation from “Ibn Hazm” that this hadith is faked and

problem is a person hamed “Akrama ibn Ammar” that has quoted it from “Abu Zumay!”.
“Al-Nouvi” — Mizan al-I'tidal fi Naqd al-Rijal — vol. 5, p 116
“Shams al-Din Dhahabi” writes in “Mizan al-I'tidal”:
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In the main part of “Sahih Muslim” this hadith and three other hadiths which are faked have

been quoted....




“Al-Dhahabi” — Mizan al-I'tidal — vol. 5, p 116
“Ibn Mulghan Shafi'i” writes about this narrative:
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Fault in this hadith is very well-known; because “Abu Sufyan” converted to Islam on the day of
taking “"Mecca” in the eighth year of Hegira and messenger of god had married "*Umm Habiba”
before that in the sixth year of Hegira; but wedding ceremony held in the seventh year;

however, some have quoted that they married in the fifth or seventh year of Hegira.

“Ansari Shafi'i” — al-Badr al-Munabbar fi Takhrij al-Ahadith a wa al-Athar al-Wagia — vol. 6 — p
731

“Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya”, disciple of “Ibn Taymiyyah” and publisher of his thought and Ideas,
says about this narrative:
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This hadith has caused problem for people; because “Umm Habiba” married Prophet
Muhammad before “Abu Sufyan” converted to Islam; so how is that possible that after

"\

conquering “Mecca”, “"Abu Sufyan” says that I want you to marry my daughter.

A group has said: this hadith is quite lie. “Ibn Hazm” says: “Akrameh ibn Ammar” has forged
it.




But another group has defended it and said: there isn’t faked hadith in “Sahih Muslim” that'’s
why they’ve justified it and said: “Abu Sufyan” asked messenger of Allah [PBUH] to renew his
marriage with his daughter to be a credibility for him with Muslims; but this justification is
incorrect; because Prophet Muhammad accepted his request, and no one has said that he

remarried her, and if it happened, it'd have been quoted.

Another group has said: historians don‘t accept that Prophet [PBUH] and “Umm Habiba” got
married in “Habasha”; but he married her In “"Medina” after returning from “Habasha”. It has
been quoted from “Abu Muhammad Munzari” that is amongst the weakest responses justifying

the hadith, because:

1: this response and justification hsven't been seen in anywhere and a trustworthy person

hasn't quoted it.

2: the story of Umm Habiba’s marriage in “Habasha” is successive, like prophet’s marriage
with “Aisha” and “Khadija” in “"Mecca” and with “Hafsah” and “Safiyyah” in *"Medina”, and it's

so well-known that has reached to certain, and if there is document against it, it'll be ignored.

3: those who are familiar with the history of Prophet’s life and his manner, know that marriage

with “*Umm Habiba” didn’t happen after conquering “Mecca”.

4: “Abu Sufyan” came to “Medina” and went to his daughter “"Umm Habiba”; but when he
wanted to sit in Prophet’s place; his daughter removed the carpet, he said: I don't know if you
believe that this carpet isnt worth it that I sit on it or I don't deserve sitting on it? She
answered? This is the carpet that messenger of Allah steps on it {allusion to this fact that

since you're infidel, you don't have to sit in Prophet’s place}. He said: after me you face evil.

n

5: "Umm Habiba” and his spouse “Abdullah bin Jahsh” were amongst migrants to “Habasha
and because her spouse had become Christian and died in there, after returning, “Umm
Habiba” went to Prophet Muhammad [PBUH] and wasn't in her father’s house, no one has

doubt about this story, on the other hand “Abu Sufyan” converted to Islam in the year of

conquering “Mecca”, so why does this hadith say: “"Abu Sufyan” said to Prophet Muhammad

[PBUH]: the best and the most beautiful girl is with me that I'd like her to be your spouse?




And were “Umm Habibah” with her father after immigration and when her father became
Muslim or not? It's impossible that he offered Prophet [PBUH] to marry his daughter before
converting to Islam, because his daughter wasn’t with him and didn't have custody of his
daughter, and it's also impossible to accept that he’s offered Prophet Muhammad [PBUH]
after becoming Muslim, ; because her marriage occurred before conquering “"Mecca” and “Abu

Sufyan” became Muslim after taking “Mecca”.

“Ibn Jawzi” says: this narrative is certainly a mistake from some of hadith narrators and that’s

“Akramah ibn Ammar”.

But as for this saying of mine that it's a mistake from some of narrators; because all historians
have consensus that "Umm Habiba” was married to “Abdullah bin Jahsh” and had a child and
they migrated to “Habasha”; but “Abdullah” became Christian and “Umm Habiba” remained
Muslim, messenger of Allah [PBUH] conveyed a message to “Najashi” to marry “Umm Habiba"”
off to Prophet Muhammad [PBUH], and he set four thousand dirhams as her dowry, this
incident occurred in the seventh year of Hegira; but “"Abu Sufyan” entered “"Mecca” in peace
period and went to his daughter’s house and she removed the carpet that Prophet would sit
on it so that her father doesn't sit on it, both “Abu Sufyan” and “Muawiyah” converted to Islam
in the eighth year of Hegira during conquering “Mecca” and there is no evidence that he was

appointed commander.

Some other people such as; “Beihaghi” and “Munzari” have said: it might that “Abu Sufyan”
offered Prophet Muhammad [PBUH] to marry his daughter "Umm Habiba” during one of his
trips to “Medina” after he heard that her husband is dead in “Habasha”, and his two offers

were made after converting to Islam that narrator has quoted them this way.

But this saying is baseless; because “Abu Sufyan” entered “Medina” during peace and after

Immigration and before conquering *“Mecca” and in that date "Umm Habibah” was in Prophet’s

house as one of his spouses and “"Abu Sufyan” hadn't come to “Mecca” before that unless in
battle of “"Ahzab”.




On the other hand because “Abu Sufyan” was infidel’ he couldn't have married his Muslim
daughter off to Prophet; because infidel has no guardianship toward Muslim; so Abu Sufyan’s

request from Prophet marring his daughter is lie and void.

Moreover, the text of hadith says that “Abu Sufyan” discussed his three requests
simultaneously, and from another side, asking Prophet [PBUH] to appoint him as commander
and letting “Muawiyah” to write revelation must have been after their converting to Islam,
while hadith says that some of requests were made when he was infidel, Aren’t these issues in

contradictory?

Thus, what were said about justifying this hadith is worthless and void and scientifically it has

not profit and we should say:

This hadith is filled with error.

“Ibn Qayyimm al-Jawziyya” — vol. 1, p 243 to 249

Sunni scholars and writing revelation by "Muawiyah”:
“Muawiyah” was the writer of ordinary letters:

Many Sunni elders believe that “Muawiyah” would only write Prophet Muhammad’s [PBUH]
ordinary letters to others. “Shams al-Din Dhahabi” writes in “Siyar al-A’lam al-Nubala” book,
vol. 3, p 123:
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“Zayd ibn Thabit” would write revelation and “Muawiyah” used to write Prophet Muhammad’s

letters to Arab.

“Ibn Hajar Asqalani” writes:

plawsg aule Al o i) Sy @glee ULSe >oll wisy ol oo A1) ULS wwilaall JBg™
"ol g U Load




“Mada’ini” says: “Zayd ibn Thabit” would write the revelation and “Muawiyah” used to write

Prophet Muhammad’s letters to Arab.
“Al-Asgalani” — Al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahaba — vol. 6 — p 153
“Ibn abi al-Hadid Shafi'i” writes:
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Those who are familiar with Prophet’s Sira, say: “Ali bin abi Talib” [AS] and “Zayd bin Thabit”
and “Zayd ibn Argam” would write the revelation and “Hanzalah ibn Rabi” and “Muawiyah”
would write Prophet’s letters to leaders of nations and tribes as well as the way of dividing

public property in Prophet’s presence.
“Ibn Abi‘l-Hadid” — Comments on the Peak of Eloquence — vol. 1 —p 201 — 202
“Mahmoud Abu Riyah {died in 1385 AH} -one of Sunni famous authors- writes:
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To get close to "Muawiyah”, some faked the title of writer of revelation for him and thought
that he's written “Ayat al-Kursi” {the verse of throne} by golden pencil gifted to him by

“Gabiriel”.

This story spread amongst people while it's quite lie and mind denies it either; because how
Prophet [PBUH] can trust someone like “"Muawiyah” and let him to write the revelation while
both him and his parents converted to Islam because they had to and Islam had never

penetrated to their heart. And intact mind doesn't accept such thing.

And there isn’t authentic narrative to prove it; and those who claim that “"Muawiyah” would do

so should bring one verse written by him.

Of course, it's not unlikely that he'd write for Prophet [PBUH] some of letters that had got

nothing to do with revelation; but that he wrote some Quran verses is impossible.

“Mada’ini” says: “Zayd ibn Thabit” would write the revelation and “Muawiyah” used to write

Prophet Muhammad’s ordinary letters to Arabs.
“"Mahmoud abu Riyah” — Shaikh al-Muzirah Abu Hurayrah — p 205
Writing revelation doesn’t cause infallibility:

The apostasy of the writer of revelation:

Assuming that “Muawiyah” was the writer of revelation, it can’t be a virtue for him and won't

bring him infallibility; because “Abdullah bin Sarh” who would write the revelation got apostate
in time of Prophet Muhammad [PBUH] and messenger of god ordered him to be killed even if

he’s hanging on “Kiswa” {cloth that covers Kaaba}.

Many Sunni elders have quoted that:
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During conquering “*Mecca” messenger of Allah [PBUH] ordered people not to assault people of
“Mecca” other than four men and women and said: kill them even if they’re hanging on
“Kiswa” including: “Akramah ibn Abu Jahl”, “Abdullah ibn Khatl”, *"Mugis ibn Sababah” and
“Abdullah ibn Sa‘d ibn abi Sarh... .

“Ibn Abi Shaybah al-Kufi” — al-Kitab al-Musannaf fi Ahadith wa al-Athar — vol. 7 — p 404/// “Al-
Nisa'l” — al-Muhnaba men al-Sunan — vol. 7 — p 105 // “Al-Dhahabi” — Tarikh al-Islam — vol. 2
—p 552 /// “Ibn Kathir al-Qurashi” — al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah — vol. 4, p 298

“Samargandi” writes about Surah al-Anaam, verse 93:
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“He who says: I can reveal the like of what Allah has revealed”. The one who said it, was
“Abdullah bin Sarh” who was the writer of revelation. He's the one that when Prophet
Muhammad told him: write “loue lewoow”, he wrote: “luS> lewow”, and when he told him:
write “lo.S> loude”, he wrote: “wa lewoww”, and to justify it, he said: if something is sent

down to Muhammad, it's sent down to me either, then he joined idolaters and became infidel.
“Al-Smargandi” — Tafsir al-Samarqgandi — vol. 1, p 487
Ground rejected the corpse of the writer of revelation:

What interesting is that one of Prophet’s writers got apostate and refuged to people of the

book, after he died, people wanted to burry his body but ground rejected his body.
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“Anas ibn Malik” says: a man from “Bani Najjar” who has read Surah “Al-Baghara” and “Al-E-
Imran” and would write for Prophet, ran away and joined people of the book, asylum of such
person was useful for them that's why they cherished him and gave him a position, after a
short while he died, they dug a grave and buried him’ but his body would appear immediately

and in fact, ground rejected his body, it was repeated three times and eventually, they left his
body.

“Muslim bin Hajjaj” — Sahih Muslim — vol. 4, p 2145
Muwayah’s enmity toward “Ali ibn abi Talib” [A.S]

When being the writer of revelation can't be profitable for “"Abdullah ibn Sarh” and can't save

him from hell, how can it bring impunity for *Muawiyah” and remove his sins.

Can the writer of revelation be permission to fight against imam and caliph of messenger of

Allah [PBUH] and if it can compensate killing more than hundreds of thousand Muslims and ...?

Isn't it that cursing commander of the faithful [A.S], is cursing messenger of Allah [PBUH]?

Can writing revelation remove his cursing toward “Ali” [A.S]?

“Ibn Taymiyah Harani” admits that “"Muawiyah ibn Abu Sufyan” ordered “Sa’d ibn abi Waqggas”

to curse commander of the faithful Ali [A.S]:
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“Muawiyah” ordered “Sa’d ibn abi Waqqas” to swear at “Ali” [A.S]; but he avoided doing so.

“Muawiyah” said: why don't you swear at him? “Sa’d” said: I heard three virtues about “Ali”




[A.S] from messenger of Allah, that’s why I never swear at him and if I had one of them I'd be

more valuable to me than red camels.
It's an authentic hadith that “"Muslim ibn Hajjaj” has quoted it in his “Sahih” book.
“Ibn Taymiyah” — Minhaj al-Sunnah al-Nabawiyah — vol. 5 — p 42

“Ahmad ibn Hanbal”, “Nisai’i”, “"Dhahabi” and ... have quoted with authentic document that

swearing at commander of the faithful Ali [A.S] is swearing at messenger of Allah [PBUH]:
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“Abdullah Jadali” says: I went to "Umm Salama”, she said: is there anyone amongst you who
swears at Prophet Muhammad [PBUH]? I said: refuge to god... she said: I heard of messenger

of Allah [PBUH] who said: those who swear at “Ali” have in fact, sworn at me.

“Ahmad bin Hanbal” — Musnad Ahmad bin Hanbal — vol. 6, p 323 /// “Al-Nisai'i” — qualities of
commander of the faithful Ali bin abi Talib — vol. 1, p 111 //”Al-Dhahabi” — The History of
Islam —vol. 3, p 643

After quoting this narrative “Hakim Nishapuri” says:
"ol 2 plg Slawdl guxo Cua> 1A
The document of this narrative is authentic; but “Bukhari” and “Muslim” haven't said it.
Al-Mustadrak alaa al-Shihayn — vol. 3, p 130
And “Haythami” says:
"aij 989 Jasdl Al e vl juf pumall Jls, Al>,g doxi olg,"

“Ahmad ibn Hanbal” has quoted it and its narrators are the narrators of “Sahih Bukhari”, other

than “Abdullah Jadali” who is trustworthy either.




“Al-Hayhami” - Majma’ al-Zaw'id wa Manba’ al-Fawa’id — vol. 9, p 130
“Muawiyah”, higher than Hadrat “Jesus”:

“Banu Umayya” publicity about “Muawiyah” and their made virtues about him were so much

that people of “Sham” would know him even higher than Prophets!
“Abu Sa’d al-'Abi” and “Al-Seirafi” write:
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Three of elders were sitting in principle mosque, one of them said: is “"Muawiyah” better or
“Jesus” son of “Maryam”, another one said: I don't know, third person said: are you

comparing the writer of revelation with Christians’ Prophet?

Al-'Abi — Nathr al-Dur fi Muhazirat — vol. 7, p 209 /// “Al-Seirafi al-Hanbali” — al-Tayouriyat
men Intikhab al-Sheikh abi Tahir al-Salafi — vol. 1, p 113

“Nagi al-Din Hamoui” writes:
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A fool guy asked another one: Is “"Muawiyah” better or “Jesus”? He said: I've not ever seen a
moron like you, because I've not ever heard that someone compares Christians’ Prophet with

the writer of revelation.
“Tayyib al-Mazaq men Thamarat al-Awraq” — vol. 1, p 157
“Tagi al-Din Hamoy” writes in “Tayyib al-Mazaq” book:

“Muawiyah”, eternal creature:




There were a lot of publicity about “Muawiyah” that people thought that he’s eternal and isn't

creature, “Abu al-Qasim Isfahani” writes:

Some of ignorant “Nasibi” and enemy of “Ali” [A.S] would say: “Muawiyah” wasn't created? It
was asked why? They said: he was revelation writer and because revelation wasn't creature;

so its writer shouldn’t be creature.
“Isfahani” — Muhazirat al-Odaba’ — vol. 2, p 500

“Abu Ishaq Burhan” writes:

. O9kxo ut Bolxo 99 UL o Lges : JLad S Uil (8l 9 Jgii bo ppasy Jiws
w>9llg Ww>9ll Wils UV (Gelkos yad Wgleo : JWid § @gleo ye Luol UlSy 51 Jiws
- S\>9ll o >9ll WilSy Yelswoy Y

Some were asked about Quran that if it's creature or not? They said: it's not our concern. It's
either creature or not. One of enemies of “Ali” [A.S] was asked about “Muawiyah”, he said:
“Muawiyah” isn’t creature; because he was revelation writer, and because revelation wasn't

created; so its writer is not creature.
“Abu Ishaq Burhan” — Ghurar al-Khasa'is al-Waziha—vol. 1, p 124
Nazarenes and writing revelation:

Assuming that Prophet assigned “Muawiyah” with the task of writing revelation, it can’t be
virtue for him too, because according to Sunni idea, messenger of god [PBUH] even said to

Nazarenes to write revelation due to shortage of literate people.

“Abu al-Ghasim Baghwi” writes in this regard:
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A man asked “Ahmad”, I've heard Nazarenes would write Quran, is that true? He said: Yes it

is, elite Nazarenes would write Quran; they weren't enough literate guys.




“Al-Baghwi” — Juz’ fi Masa'il — vol. 1, p 21
“Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyah” and “Shams al-Din Zarkushi” write:
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A man asked “Ahmad”, is that true that Nazarenes would write revelation? He said: Yes it is,
elite Nazarenes would write it due to shortage of literate people, another person asked: were

you surprised of this response? He said: No I wasn't.

“Ibn Qayyim Jawzi” — Badayi’ al-Fawa’id — vol. 4, p 851 /// “Shams al-Din Zarkashi” — Sharh al-
Zarkashi ala Mukhtasar — vol. 1, p 49

So, if writing revelation is a virtue for “Muawiyah” and “Abu Sufyan”, it should be great

privilege for “Abdullah ibn abi Sarh” too!
The date that "Muawiyah” became Muslim

Sunni and Shia believe that “Muawiyah ibn Abu Sufyan” was idolater and ardent enemy of
Islam in the first twenty years that messenger of Allah [PBUH] had announced his prophecy
and after conquering “Mecca” in the eighth year of Hegira, he along with some other ardent
enemies of Islam converted to Islam by force. Messenger of Allah gave them the title of
"elalbb" and didn't kill them. Commander of the faithful Ali [A.S] believed that they didn't

become Muslim; but they surrendered. “Ali” [A.S] says in “Nahj al-Balagha” letter No. 16:

e

l9iss Wb a8l Ighawi 3 Isaliniliul oS 3 lgalivl b @saudl iy 3 &l 315 il 38
. 09 pbl asle Ulgei

Swear to god who split the seed and created creatures, they didnt accept Islam and

expressed their blasphemy when they became powerful.

“Ammar” says:
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Swear to god they didnt become Muslim; but they pretended and showed their blasphemy

after getting powerful.
“Al-Haythami” — Majma’ al-Zawa’id wa Manba’ al-Fawa’id — vol. 1, p 113
“Ibn Abi'l-Hadid" writes:
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After seeing the flag of "Muawiyah” and people of “Sham”, “Ali” [A.S] said: swear to god who
split the seed and created human that these people didnt become Muslim; but they converted
to Islam in appearance and hid their blasphemy and after finding some force they’ll express

their blasphemy and resumed their enmity toward Islam and Muslims.

“Ibn Abi'l-Hadid"- Comments on the Peak of Eloquence — vol. 4, p 18

Thus, how can messenger of Allah [PBUH] trust a person like “*Muawiyah” and let him to write

the revelation?

Moreover, “Muawiyah ibn Abu Sufyan” converted to Islam after conquering “Mecca” and
remained in “Mecca” and messenger of Allah returned to “Medina”, so there was little bit

opportunity for him writing revelation.
Writing revelation by “"Muawiyah” in Shia books:

There are narratives in Shia books that according which “Muawiyah” has written things for
messenger of Allah [PBUH], but it's not gotten from these narratives that what he'd write was

revelation.

Shaikh “Saduq” writes in “Ma’ani al-Akhbar”:
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“Abu Hamazah al-Thumali” says: I heard of imam "“Baqir” [A.S] who said: “Muawiyah” was
writing something, messenger of god [PBUH] mentioned Muawiyah'’s side by sword and said: if
someone sees this man as commander, he should pierce his side by sword, one of those who
had heard it from Prophet saw “Muawiyah” in “Sham” lecturing people. He drew his sword and
went to “Muawiyah”, people stopped him and said: why are you doing it? He said: I heard of
Prophet Muhammad [PBUH] who said: if someone sees him commanding people, he should
pierce his side by sword. They said: do you know who’s appointed him? He said: No, I dont,
they said: commander of the faithful Umar, he said: so, I obey commander of the faithful with

my heart and soul.
“Al-Saduq” — Ma'ni al-Akhbar — p 347
Conclusion:

Firstly: not only it's not been proved through narratives that Mauawiyah was the writer of

revelation, but it's been rejected decisively.

Secondly: even if this matter is proved, I can’t be privilege for him; because his obscene acts
toward “Ahl al-Bayt” [A.S] and created “Bid’ah” by him {innovation in religion} remove the

value of being the writer of revelation.

Good Luck.




