What can we do to win the contentment of the
Imam of the Time (AS)?

The Group of Mahdavism
The inquirer: Ali Falahati

Response:

My dear friend, if you want to win the gratification of the Imam of the Time
(May God Hasten His Appearance) and subsequently win God’s satisfaction,
the best thing you can do is what follows in a nutshell.

Do whatsoever God has commanded you and forbid whatsoever He has
prohibited you from.

However, there are other responsibilities that Shias ought to shoulder during
the Concealment of the Imam of the Time (AS). We try to discuss some of

them in brief through a number of narratives.

1. Recognition of Imam and Imamat

A. Need for recognition of Imam
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Al-Mabhasin, 155 ‘Anhu al-Bahar, vol. 23, p. 77, H. 6.

Fudeil said that he heard Hazrat Abu Ja’far (AS) stating, “Whoever dies

without recognizing his Imam of the time dies the death of the time of

ignorance. No excuse will be accepted from anyone for his failure to

recognize the Imam. He who dies with recognizing his Imam, he will be



immune from any harm either he dies before the Imam’s appearance or after
it. If one dies while he has recognized his Imam, he dies like the one who
was together with Qaim (May God Hasten His Appearance) in his tent.
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Silmat Ibn ‘Ata has quoted Hazrat Sadiq (AS) as stating, “Hazrat Imam
Hussein (AS) told his companions, ‘O my companions! God has created
mankind to get to know Him. When they recognized Him, they would
worship Him. When they got to worship Him, they would then give up
worshipping others.” A man asked him, ‘O son of the Holy Prophet! May my
parents be sacrificed for you! What is the meaning of the recognition of
God?’ The Hazrat replied, ‘It is in fact tantamount to the recognition of
ones’ Imam of the time.’
Right after the narrative, late Sheikh Sadug (God Bless Him) has said,
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People of any time should be aware that God has not left them alone on their
own on the earth empty of an infallible Imam. The one who worships a God,
who has failed to appoint a Hujjat for people, has not indeed worshiped a
real God. He has, as a matter of fact, worshipped someone else.

And here is the way late ‘Allame Majlisi has explained the narrative.
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The Imam (AS) who considered the recognition of God tantamount to the
recognition of Imam might have meant that the recognition of God is only
possible through the recognition of the Imam of the time as a prerequisite. If
one recognizes God without recognizing his Imam of the time, his former
recognition is useless and worthless per se. And what Saduq has said in its
explanation needs to be taken into account.
Al-Bihar, vol. 23, p. 83

B. Imam, the manifestation of God’s Asma al-Husna (most

beautiful names)
Late Sheikh Koleini (God Bless Him) has cited the following narrative in his
Kafi.
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With regard to God Almighty’s remark that ‘God possesses beautiful names
so call upon Him with those names,’ the Hazrat stated, “I swear by God that
we are God’s most beautiful names. He will not accept any deed from any of
His servants unless they recognize us.”
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No one will see the light of the Heaven except the one who recognizes us

and we recognize him as well.

C. Imam’s scientific mastery over all universal affairs:



Bihar, vol. 53, p. 175

We are well aware of all your affairs. Nothing is hidden from our sights.

Late Koleini (God Bless Him) has quoted another narrative from Imam

Sadiqg (AS) as stating,
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Al-Kafi, vol. 1, p. 261.

“Truly, I am aware of whatever exists in the skies and on the earth. | know

what is going on in the Hell and the Heaven. | am well aware of what existed

before and whatever does exist now.” The Hazrat hesitated for a moment

and when he found out that his remarks looked incredible for the audience,

he added, “What I said was all taken from God Almighty’s holy book. God

Almighty has stated that it clarifies all things.

2. Waiting for Imam’s reappearance

The second duty that Shias should carry out during the Concealment period
Is waiting for reappearance. Imam Sajjad (AS) has told Abu Khalid Kabuli,
A U 3 & Sl bl o sl ¢ g LAY AZabaly sl AZe ol JAT &) A L
3 B 5Ty ki AR A 5 L N 5 gAY 3 g o LT 55
3 B gra i) Al of cially o 4D s (6% O Ol A 3y L3 Al B aglan
Z Al Ao (N U (aSdl dgle) B 5 Ty Ty Vs 4Bl (00 ) BUS300 By Ui
Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 52, p. 122.

“O Abu Khalid! The people of his time who believe in his Imamat and
leadership keep waiting for his reappearance. They are the best of people of

all times because God has granted them some kind of especial wisdom and



understanding that concealment is similar to observation. Before God, these
people are the same as those who used to fight alongside with the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) with their swords against his enemies. They are our true
devotees because they encourage people towards God’s religion overtly and
covertly.” Then the Hazrat went on saying that waiting for appearance was
the best kind of faraj (relief).
3. Praying for Hazrat
The Imam of the Time (May God Hasten His Appearance) has stated
himself at the end of his well-known letter,
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Pray a lot to God to hasten my appearance.
In his Kamal al-Din, late Sheikh Sadug has quoted Ahmad Ibn Ishagq,
quoting Imam Hassan ‘Askari (AS) as stating,
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Kamal al-Din, p. 384 and Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 52, p. 25, H. 16.
| swear by God he (Hazrat Qaim (AS)) will conceal from sights in a way that
no one will be able to flee from misguidance except the one who has been
steadfast in his faith in his Imam of the time and also the one who has been

highly successful in praying God to hasten his reappearance.

4. Grief and sense of loneliness in the occultation of the Hazrat
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Kamal al-Din, p. 352 and Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 51, p. 219, H. 9

Sadir Sayrafi said, “Mufaddal Ibn ‘Umar, Abu Basir, Aban Ibn Taghalib and
I went to meet Imam Ja’far Sadiq (AS). We saw him sitting on bare earth.
He was wearing a woolen cloak with no collar and with short sleeves. He
was weeping like a deeply afflicted and bereaved mother of a child from the
depths of a heart that was full of mourning. Grief had appeared in the sides
of his face and the change had spread on to both of his cheeks and tears were

rolling on the sides of his visage, as he was saying:

“My master, your occultation has taken away my night’s sleep; it has

narrowed my bed for me and has snatched away the solace from my heart.

My master, your occultation has turned my tragedies into the atrocities of
eternity! The loss of one after the other perishes a crowd and a multitude. No
more | feel the tear that drops from my eye and the moan that faintly leaves
my chest from the places of tragedies and past calamities except that it
exemplifies before my eye the greatest and cruelest of catastrophes, the most
dismal and disdainful mishaps, mixed with your wrath and calamities

coupled with your anger.”

Now, with Imam Sadiq (AS) shedding tear and mourning in the occultation

of Hazrat Mahdi (May God Hasten His Appearance) in this way, it is



crystal-clear what our duty will be.

5. Paying allegiance

As part of the ‘Ahd Prayer quoted from Imam Sadiq (AS), the following is

what we recite.
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Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 53, p. 96

O God! I renew my pledge of allegiance to my Imam at this dawn and all

other dawns to come as long as | am alive. | keep my pledge of allegiance

and never neglect it. | try to keep it in my mind all the time.
6. Observing piety

The most important duty on Shias’ shoulders is to observe piety. It is in fact
lack of piety on the part of Shias that has constantly put off the Hazrat’s

appearance for many years.
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If our devotees' (may Allah give them success in obeying Him) hearts are



gathered on meeting their obligation, their good fortune of meeting us would
not have been delayed, and their joy of seeing us would have been
expedited. And all of them are possible only with the complete recognition
of us and being truthful before us. Therefore, nothing can keep us away from
them unless the news coming from them to us. They sadden us. We do not
expect them. Only God should be asked for help. His support is quite
enough.

May God grant us the honor of meeting the Hazrat, Insha Allah (God

willing)!

Good Luck
The Group Responsible for Answers to Doubts
Hazrat Wali Asr (AS) Research Institute






